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TPC Amenities Committee Minutes November 2025 

Minutes of the Amenities Committee Meeting held on 12th November, 2025 at 7.00pm at Sedbury and 
Beachley Village Hall, King Alfred’s Road, Sedbury. 

 
Present: Councillors: Burgess, Koning, Stead, Swambo (chairman) and Walsh. 

  Officers: D Stevens (Assistant Clerk).  
 

1. ATTENDANCE 
a. Resolved to receive apologies for absence from those councillors unable to attend, from Councillors 

Drew, Russell and Tullett. 
b. Resolved to accept those apologies received with reasons for absence, from Councillors Drew, Russell 

and Tullett. 
  

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
To receive Declarations of Interest in respect of matters contained in this agenda, in accordance with the 
provisions of the Local Government Act 1972 in respect of officers and in accordance with the provisions 
of the Localism Act 2011 in respect of members.  None received. 
 

3. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
a. Resolved to approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting held on 9th July, 2025.  Note, the 

meeting scheduled for 10th September was cancelled. 
b. Resolved to consider any matters arising from those minutes.  There were none. 
 

4. PUBLIC CONSULTATION  
There were no members of the public present. 

 
5. ASSISTANT CLERK’S REPORT 

a. Resolved to accept the Amenities budget sheet.  The clerk advised that the Amenities spend was 
tracking in line with the budget.  

b. Resolved to note the Sedbury defibrillator light in the wall box is not working.  Councillors discussed 
possible replacement of rusty defib cabinets which would include new lights, see item 7.c. below. 

c. Resolved to note the wildflower area on Wyebank Road has had the annual cut and collect. 
d. Resolved to note the playground equipment identified as high or moderate risk in the annual 

playground report have been repaired under emergency powers, cost of repairs £1,942.21 + Vat = 
£2,330.64. 

e. Resolved to note the Tutshill and Beachley defibrillators were required by South West Ambulance 
Service but not used.   The defibrillators were checked and put back on line on The Circuit app. 

f. Resolved to note one of the WCCTV cameras has developed a fault which has been reported.  
 
6. TO CONSIDER CHURCHYARD WORKS AND ISSUES  

a. Resolved to note the Assistant Clerk advised that gravestone topple tests have not been undertaken 
during his term in office, however, after talking to a local undertaker it was advised that tests have 
been undertaken in the past.  The Assistant Clerk also advised that should a gravestone be at risk of 
toppling, the responsibility of the Council is to lay the gravestone on the ground to make safe from 
falling and to attempt to notify the family or church to undertake repairs.  Councillors asked the 
Assistant Clerk if he could obtain quotes for gravestone topple tests at the three closed churchyards in 
the parish.  Councillors also asked for the church warden to be contacted to see if gravestone topple 
tests are undertaken at St Michael & All Angels, Tidenham Chase, open churchyard, and if so, obtain 
details.  Councillors also suggested investigating liability disclaimers signs at churchyards. 

 
7. TO CONSIDER OPEN SPACE ISSUES 

a. Councillors considered hedge trimming along Offa’s Dyke path next to Wyebank Road grass area.  Two 
contractors were invited to quote. 

i. Resolved to accept Trunk Arb Ltd.     £550.00 + Vat = £660.00. 
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ii. Resolved to not accept David Kirkham    £650.00 no Vat = £650.00. 
 

b. Councillors considered purchasing two new defibrillator battery packs for Tutshill and Sedbury 
defibrillators which are both showing low charge levels and might need replacing in the next couple of 
months. 

i. Resolved to accept Defib Store Ltd – 2 x battery packs at £280 + Vat each.   
         £560.00 + Vat = £672.00. 

ii. Resolved to not accept Defib Warehouse – 2 x battery packs at £289 + Vat each.  
         £578.00 + Vat = £693.60. 

iii. Resolved to not accept Passion First Aid Ltd – 2 x battery packs at £350 + Vat each.  
         £700.00 + Vat = £840.00. 

 
c. Resolved to accept that quotes be sought for the replacement of three defib enclosures due to rust 

on door apertures.  Quotes to include unlocked polycarbonate cabinets (est. £475.00 + Vat = £570.00) 
and installation. 

 
d. Resolved to note Npower are changing the way they calculate unmetered supplies (Loop Road 

defibrillator) to a more accurate method.  When contacted Npower advised there should be very little 
change in the actual amount invoiced to the Council, invoicing will remain quarterly. 

 
8. TO CONSIDER PLAYGROUND ISSUES 

a. Resolved to accept the annual playground inspection report and repair recommendations.  The 
Assistant Clerk advised that repairs to the playground equipment identified as high or moderate risk 
have been undertaken under emergency powers, see item 5.d. above.  The Assistant Clerk also 
advised that there are an increasing number of soft safety floorings, fencing/boundary, cleaning and 
corrosion/painting comments, all of which are low risk but which need to be monitored.  The Assistant 
Clerk advised that the playgrounds require new signage with updated contact detail. 

 
b. Resolved to note that four contractors were asked to quote for the refurbishment of the infant 

playground in front of the Sedbury and Beachley Village Hall, three contractors have quoted and the 
Assistant Clerk gave an overview of the quotes received.  Quotes to be considered at a Full Council 
meeting.  The quotes ranged from £33k to £54k and included two replacement and two new pieces of 
play equipment, and three or four interactive boards all for children aged one- to six-year-olds.  The 
quotes also included either soft pour or rubber mulch safety flooring, Councillors preferring the 
colourful soft pour option.  Councillors provided positive feedback but did ask for one of the springers 
to be replaced with something more robust.  Councillors suggested that picnic benches should be 
considered for the grassed area in front of the hall. 

 
9. TO CONSIDER CORRESPONDENCE RECEIVED 

There were none. 
 
10. TO CONSIDER THE AMENITIES BUDGET FOR YEAR 2026/27 

Resolved to accept the proposed Amenities budget for 2026/27 as prepared by the Assistant Clerk.  The 
proposed budget is based on the 2025/26 budget and actual spend with a 3.8% contingency for inflation.  
Total proposed Amenities budget for 2026/27 is £53,819.  
 

11. TO RECEIVE COUNCILLORS’ LOCAL REPORTS AND MATTERS FOR THE NEXT AGENDA 
There were none.  
 

12. RESOLVED TO NOTE THE DATE OF THE NEXT MEETING 
Next meeting 14th January, 2026. 
 

The meeting closed at 19:57 hours. 


